THEODOROS PRODROMOS

PRODROMIKA

Around the middle of the twelfth century, in Constantinople,
capital of the Byzantine Empire, at the refined court of the
Comneni, came to light a group of poems the most relevant of
which are the Prodromika, so called after the name of Theodoros
Prodromos, to whom the manuscritpts attribute them.

They are a sort of petitions to the Emperor, either John or his
son Manuel Comnenos, or to other members of the imperial
family, asking for help.

Like the Carmina Burana or the lyrics of Frangois Villon, to
which they have been compared, they give a picture of the society
of the time with great humour, clarity and a vivid satyrical vein.

Their thematics make the poet use words from everyday life and
lively expressions, which give the work great intensity and vigour.
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TOY IIPOAPOMOY KYPOY OGEOAQPOY
mpos Tov Baoiléa Tov Mavpolwdviny

17 ool mpooolowy, déomoTa, SEoTOTA TTEPNPOPE,
avrapolBny omolavde 1N xdoLy TPOTEVEYKW
eCLowuévny mpos Tds 0ds Aaumpds €vepyeaias,
TAS YIVOUEVAS €S EUE TOU KpAdTOoUs OoU mavTolas;
IIp6 Tivos nNén mpo katpol kal meo Bpaxéos xpovou,
otk elyov ovv, 6 StoTnvos, TO T{ Tpooayayelv ool
KaTdAANAov T kKpdTel oov kal ThH xpnoToTnTi OOV,
kal TN TepLpavelq cov kal xaplLToTnTL OOv,
€l uUn TwAs  TOAMTIKOUS — dUETPOUS  TdALY — OTLYous,
ovveoTaluévovs, mailovTas, dAA’ oUk dvaLoxuvvTavTas,
mailovol yap Kal YEPOVTES, dAA Tw@HPOVeTTEPWS.
Mn ovv dmoywpions Tous, und’ dmoméudms, Harlov
ws KOSLUEVTA SéEOU Tous Toodws dv ov  upllovy,
Kal GLACVOTAd Y YVws dikovoov diep O TdAas ypdduw.
Kdv ¢aivwuar ydop, Séomota, yedwy ouov kal mailwy,
dAA" éxw movov dmetpor kal OAgiv Bapvtdny,
Kal YaAemov dppwoTnua, kal mdbos, dAda mdbos!
[ldOos akovoas ToLyaTpovv un knAny UmoddSBns,
uUnd’ dA O TL XELPOTEPOV €K TOV UVTTIKWTEPWY,
UN) KEPQATAY TO ¢avepov, (L) TarTavoTeaydTny,
un voonua kapdtakov, Un mepLPAeyLoviay,
un okopdaypor, und’ Udepov, [N TapamveyUoviay,
aAla payipov yvvaikos mToAny evTpameriar:
mpoBAnuaTa mpoBdAlovoa kal miOavoloyias
Kal TO OOKELV €UVAOYWS Ol TPOPEPETAL TAOUTAPX WS .
Kal 60é\w Setéar mpodavas tnr tavtns poyxnpiav,
aAla ¢oBovual, SéomoTa, TOUS (TAUWOETTEPOUS,
UNTTWS E€JLE AKOUOWOL, Kal UTdyouvv €ls TO OmiTLY
kal va [1€ Bdlovv €ls Tnv ynv, Kal va |E TEPLYWOOUY,
mapd vd pUdon TImOTE TWY dPTL YPAPOUEVLV.
PoBovuar yap TO OoTOUAV TNS, ¢oBovual TNV OPYNV TNS,
Tds dmellds Tns Sédolka kal TNV ATooTPOPNY TNS.
El 6¢ moMdkis 66fel Thr kal ¢bdoel 6 kapkaT(ds TNs,
kal OploeL Tad Juydpia Tns kKal TNV mpwToBaBdav Tns,



kal Tmidoovy Kkal Tavploovy € Kal OoUpovV lE  ELS
uéony,

kal Owoovy e Td TplkwAa kal Td XAPAKTLKA [LOU’
Tis éAOot Kk’ €xOLknon ue k' EkBAAn pue am’ ékelvns;
“Ouws kdv oUTws yévntat, KAy oUTws KAV dAAolws,
KaLpos AoLTov Ta kaT' €ue mdvTa ool cagnvioal-

oU ¢éow ydp, & SéomoTa, Tnv TavTns HoxOnplav,
ToUs kal' nuépav yAevaouovs kal Tds OVeELOLOLAS:

«TO, KUPL, OUK EXELS TPOTOXNY: TO, KUOL, TWS TO AEVELS,

TO, KUpL, T{ mpooéOnkas, TO, KUOL, Ti E€TEKTNOW;
motov LudTiov [’ éppadas, moLov SLULTOV |1’ ETOKES,
kal moLov yuplv u’ égdpecas; otk olda Ilacyaliav:
EXELS ILE YPOVOoUs OWOeKA Juypols kal doBOAWUEVOUsS,
oUK €éBaA’ amo komov oov TATTIKLY €ls moddpLy,
ovk éBala €ls TNy pdxlv pov UeTaEwToV LUATLY,
ol €lda €ls TO SakTUALY pov kplkéAy SakTuAiSLy,
oUOE BoaxtoAly |1’ Epepes TOTE vd TO POPETW.

Oi &vol kaTakOmTOUOL TAd YOVLKA |LOU povXd,

K’ €yw kabélopal yuuvn kKal TapaToVeEUEV.

IloTe ovk élovOny €is Aovtpov va un otpadpa OAuEYD,
NuUépay ovK ExopTaocd, va WUn TELVdow OUo,

oTevdlw mdvToTE, Oonri kal kUTTouAal Kal kKAalw.
Tny Odlacoav ™y u’ épepes, yrwpllels, émapé Tnv,
7O SLBlavTdpoly TO KovTViv, kal TO UfnAov SiBikiy,
Kal TO UEYANOYPAUULATOY LUATLY TO KVILKATOV,

n ydptoov, N mwAnoov, 1 S0s OTOU KEAEVELS

Ta AovTplkd TaA |1’ ETOLKES Kal TO kpaBBaTooTewhoLy
€ls kAfpov va Ta SéEwvTal ol Taldes ooV TaATPEOV”
Td )/OI/LKCZ oov mpdyuaTta kaik 1 OZKOUK€U7§ oov
ap/(ow Ta§ 6uyaT€pa§ ooV va Tas efwﬂpommng
kal ov ds noar oLynpeos Kal avoue,owmywos*

« 'Emevtpavilels, dvbowme, kdv Olws Ocwpels e”
EYW NUNY UTOANTITLKY) KAl OV NOOUY [AT{OUUATOS
EYW NUNY EVYEVLKTN) Kal OU TTwWY0s TOATNS,
ov eloal HTw)(pOWpéépo,uos‘ K’ éya‘) ﬁ’,unz/ Matlovkivn,
ov €KOL,ua) els 70 Yablv k’ 6)/a) ag‘ TO KALvdpLy:

Eyw) elyov mpolka TepPLOOTY, Kkal oU €lyes ToSovnTToLY,



kKal okdgny ToU (UUGUATOS Kal UEYyay TUpOTTATNV.

Kabéleoar eis 10 omiTiv pov, k' évoiktov ov @povTilels,

Ta udppapa navicbnoav, 0 mATOS CUVETTWON,

Tad Kepauidta eXvOnoar, TO OTEYOS €oampwon,

ol TolLyoL kaTtamimTovoLy, EéE€Exepaitn O KNToS,

KOOULTNS OUK ATEUELVEY, OU YUPos, OUOE OTETAOV,

OUSE PLYALY UapUdpLVoV, OU CUYKOTT) IETPLa,

al Ovpar cvveoTpdgnoar éE OlokAnpov Tdoal,

Tad kdykela éEvAdbnoar am’ dkpas Ews drkpav,

kal Ta otnbaia émecov Ta mPOS TO TEPLBOALY.
Ovpav otk nAads moTe, cavidov olk e€UbUyel,

ToTe ok éfekepduwoas, ovde aveppddw TOLyov,

oU TEKTOVA €KdAcoas [(va Tov TepLppddm,

oUTE KapPly nydpacas vd EUTnHENs €ls ocavidiv.

BAémovr oe Ta Juydpia pov k' Exovv o€ ws avbévtnr,

doBovvTal, mapacTnkovTal, SOUAEUOUY Kal TLUGOLY.

‘Eyw kpatd TO OMWITL OOV Kal TNY UTOTAYNY OOV,

SovAetw Ta maitdid oov oapad BaBdBkallloTny,

OLKOVOULG Td KATd O€E, TPEXW, oxOm, OLWKw,

kal kduvw AvoBdufBakov LUdTLY Kal ¢opa@ To,

EXELS [LE KOUPATOPLOTAY, EXELS E avaTiapéayr,

kKal kduvew kal Ta HaAwTd, kKduve kal Ta vapnkia-

EXELs e PLhovnTplav, kal Kduvw TO ALvdpLy,

Kduvw UmokapLooBpaka, oTolBdlw TO PapBdkiy-

EXELS [LE TTPOTLOVAPLOY OUOD K EKKANOLAPXNY,

Kal kavovdpxny ovv avTols, Kdl XwPLKOV VOTdpLY,

kal ov kabéléoal ws mwAlYy yaouévov €ls TO [Bpdua,

kal kd@ nuépav mpoodokds T va o€ mapaBdiiw.

To 11 0é Oé\w éfamopid, 1O Ti 0é ypnl” otk olda-

av ovk €0dppels KOAUUBAY, KoAuuBNTNS 1N E€YEVoy,

dAX’ ds exdBOov OLYNPOsS Kal ATTOUEPLIUVNLEVOS,

kal ds ékvnbes Tnr Aémpav oov, kal ds NPLVES EUcvar.

El 6¢ koumdioely nbees kal AdBelv kal mAavnoeiy,

ds €AaPes ouolav ocov kamniov OQuyatépav,

kKouTlomapddAay TITOTE YUUVTV, TTOPNLEVNY,

n yopTapivar TplipuAlov amo Ta pavivéa.

Kal 7i ue mapwdnynoas Tnv dmwpdaviouérny

UE Td ouyroyvplouata kal JE TAs KOUTwWOLas,



Kal [LE€ TOUs OYLKkdTopas Kal TO TOAUY OYikLy;»
'Ev éﬂLTé,LLw ToLYyapovy, SECTOTA, OETTOTA [LOV,

EK TOV TOAWY O 502//\05‘ ooV TLVd 7TCZ,O€O'T770'CZ,U77V

El )/a,o n@e/\naa TOTE Td TAVTa ool ovyypddal,

newwy Av KaTdAoyov dAov cuvveypadduny:

aAX’ €Tt Ta Aeyoueva dpkovol PLAaAnOws

Kal mpodnAa TUyxdrovolL Kal TePavePwEVa,

kal kdv a\nfetav éxwor kal mbavoloyias,

Jevdn Ta mdvTa, SéoToTd, Kal ARpov Ovoudlw,

kal pvdov Ta Aeyoueva kald kal pAnvagias-

ExouaL yap TLvd pNTd TLKplas TETANOUEVA.

‘H 6¢ Tas dmokploels [ov un katadexouevn,

OTNKEL, TPLYOUASILeTaL, OEPEL TA UAYOUAd TNS

ovvdyer Ta maitdla Tns, amaipel kal Tny pokav,

euBaivel €ls TO KouBoUKALY Tns, kKAelel opikTny Tnv Gvpav,

LovAAGveTal kal kpUmTeTal, éué & ddiver éfw,

WS TO ETMOIKEV TPO TOAAOU, SéomoTa OTEPNPOPE,

dtav éotpdgny odBovpos dm wde map’ EAmida-

nvika yap eloéBnka Tnr Opar kaBaildons,

ds €ldev 811 6’776’( cvoa, kal avéPBnka Kk’ ekdTia

5L)(a 60,02//800 kal [Bons, )(CU,OLS‘ O)(/\a)/a)ytas‘,

,u77 TLVAS ETAYOUEVOS /la)(tuovg anaTLa)Tas‘,

U XPUoopopwy OTALTOV payxiuwy cvvepylav,

Unde meLwy EMLOPOUNY THeVOOVNTOV dyoUpwY,

LULKPOAGAELY dTmplaTo Kal TuxVouLoupuovplleLy

TO BE CONTINUED



